104 One more point settled—the raid must be on Satur-
day night.
They rented several apartments in Wilno, to be
able to move from one to another in case of emergency.
They began bringing ammunition, and dynamite to
make bombs. They wanted to rent a country house
somewhere between Wilno and Bezdany, but had no
money for this. "Ola" found a two-room peasant cot-
tage, not too far distant, and in July went to live there.
One man settled on the river bank as an ardent fisher-
man; that gave them an excuse for keeping a boat and
for frequent visits to the railroad station,
There were many roads at Bezdany. They could ask
no questions of any of the natives, yet they must know
roads and countryside by heart, since the raid would
be at night. There were many questions to be answered
definitely: where were the police? how far away were
there detachments of soldiers? Three gendarmes in
Bezdany, reported the scouts; one at the railroad sta-
tion, which was between the little town and the forest,
a sergeant, and a third there occasionally. Six miles
away a detachment of police. Twenty miles off eight
mounted police.
They were worried by the lack of money. They
couldn't hire horses and a carriage. They had already
sold their supply of arms and ammunition kept in Vi-
enna and Berlin. Every one was discouraged, Pilsudski
found when he returned from a conference in Krakow,
every one except "Ola," staying all alone in the hut
in the country. They would wait no longer. The day
was set for Saturday, the nineteenth of September; the
whole garrison at Wilno, except one regiment, was still
at the summer manouvers.
Shortly before the raid Pilsudski wrote a letter to
the leader of the Socialists in Austrian Poland, a letter
significant because it was a political last will and testa-
ment, in case he did not return, because it contaiiua a

